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The largest population of female fisher free
divers, referred to as ama or ama-san in Japan
(ama literal meaning is women of the sea),
reside in Noto peninsula. Although there was
a noticeable decline in the ama-san population
from 1998, population leveled off in 2004 and
currently totals 179 persons; ranging in age
from the youngest age of 21 years of age to
the eldest at 93 years of age.
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